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In an earlier bulletin of the Education Branch of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics it was shown that schools and universities in Canada claim about 3.5 
p.c. of the national expenditure, and this may be considered as an indication of their 
importance in the economic life of the country. Their weight as a social factor can 
not be as readily represented statistically, but the following considerations are of 
interest in this connection. 


No other occupational activity in the life of the country claims the 
daily attention of as many persons. Hach year sees one-fourth of the population of 
Canada appearing in the classroom either as pupil or teacher. There are about twice 
as many school children as there are farmers, and as many as there are men in all 
other occupations combined. 


For almost ten years of his life the Canadian child of today goes to 
school. If his actual attendance in months is considered, counting ten months as a 
school year, he receives eight and a half years of schooling, or about half as much 
again as his parents. 


It is true, of course, that during the years he is at school many move 
of his waking hours are spent out of school than in, and that in these hours, as. 
also during the six or seven years before he starts to school, his home is likely 
to be the dominant factor in his life. As a formative influence the school can 
hardly be expected to approach the weight of the home. But in relation to other 
influences its weight is heavy. If from the time that he starts to school he spends 
an hour and a half weekly in church, at the theatre, at the athletic stadium, reading 
the daily press, or listening to the radio, the young Canadian of today will have to 
live to the age of ninety years in order to spend as much time with any one of these 
as he spends in school. Moreover, the time in school, like the time in his parental 
home, is concentrated in his earlier and more impressionable years. 


Length of Schooling in 1911, 1921 and 1931 Compared. 


Bach decennial census of the Dominion ascertains the number of 
children who have attended school during that school year and the number of months 
attended by each. From this information it is possible to calculate the amount of 
schooling being received by the average child, and such calculations are shown for 
each province, on the accompanying tables for 1911, 1921 and 1931. 


Table I. shows the average number of years schooling that would be 
received by each child on the basis of attendance records of census years, counting 
ten months of attendance equal to a year. Table II shows the number of years of 
each child's life during which he would spend some time in school, under attendance 
conditions of the census years. 


Conditions of 1931 would produce an attendance for the average child 
throughout Canada, of 8.55 years,--almost exactly one year more than 1921, and two 
years more than in 1911. Since one of the years represents ten months of attendance 
it is probably about the length of time required to cover a school grade, and the 
average number of grades covered by a child in 1931 would accordingly be about &.5 
as compared with 6.5 in 1911, except that there was probably more retardation in the 


earlier year. 
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In order to obtain this amount of schooling, it was about ten years 
(9.89) from the time that the child of 1931 started to school until he left, as 
compared with about eight years (7.96) for the child of 1911. 


As well as an absolute change of two years in the amount of schooling, 
there has been a considerable relative shifting of positions among the provinces. In 
pre-war years schooling was shortest in the western provinces, especially Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, the two in process of most rapid settlement. Among the older provinces 
there was not a great deal of difference, all showing between 6.7 and 7.0 years, 
except New Brunswick, In the twenty years following 1911 the Western Provinces over-~ 
took the others in average length of schooling, in Spite of the fact that the older 
provinces want continually ahead. In Alberta this meant increasing the average 
schooling by nearly four years. Quebec had the smallest increase, about one year, 
with the result that whereas its schooling was one of the longest in 1911, the others 
all exceeded it in 1931. It and New Brunswick were the only provinces at the later 
date not exceeding eight years. The Prairie Provinces and the other two Maritime 
Provinces at the same date show between eight and nine years; Ontario and British 
Columbia, over nine years. (See Table I.) 


The time spent at school under the age of seven has shown very little 
change in twenty years, being less than half a year on the average, in both 1911 and 
1931. Attendance between the ages of 7 and 14, the regular years of elementary 
Schooling, has increased from 5.34 to 6.49 years. Much the greatest relative in- 
crease has been among pupils of 15 years and older, viz., from 1.82 to 1.58 years. 


Girls' Schooling ws. Boys! Schooling 
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If tables like those attached were made for boys and girls separately, 
she girls would be seen to receive more s hooling than boys, about half a year more 
at the present time. This has been a characteristic of Canadian education in the 
0th century. For a still longer time there has been less illiteracy among native 
orn Canadian women than men,--a situation that is quite the opposite to that exist- 
-ng among the people who have come to Canada from foreign countries, 


A phenomenon that it is of interest to view in the light of this 
‘lationship between Canadian men and women in the matter of schooling; .is the fact 
hat mothers appear to take more concern for the education of their children than 
lo fathers. Is thig partly because they have more schooling themselves? The cengus 
shows that the children of widows and deserted wives, up to the age of fifteen at 
Gast, receive .more schooling than children who are left with only their father. 
lore wonder still, the school attendance of the widow's children, up to this age, 
8 aS good as or a little better than that of children who have both parents living. 
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Table I.- Average Number of vears!/ sonooling Received by Each Child, under 
School Attendance Conditions of 1911, 1921 and 1931. 


ee 


At age At age At age At age 


5-6 7-14 17s 18-2 Total 

952 
NEALE Me) 0) rh ‘af gee 6.49 123 35 8.55 
Prince Edward Island .... ok 6, 3b 1.05 30 8,12 
MOVE RES eek. oLislale's 62 6.47 1.30 234 perp’ 
Hew, Bryneyi cle. soy. scc00 6 Ne, 2 35 6.18 dell »3e 7.96 
Quehee ma ees oar hguiics oe op 6.22 ee an Tats 
at RAO eee sie ca chaise whale 263 6.72 1,42 43 9,20 
Mani tote: eu ete oa ctl te 6.58 hese 36 8.68 
Saskatchewan ..seper'cees- 233 6, U9 Lees 34 8. 39 
Be oh ore 6 uae o o)e'e'e oenia' Be ~32 6.60 1.48 42 8.82 
British. Columbia «s.vs-e.s 49 6.67 1.58 oH 9.15 

Re Neg 
DAMIR: so auieca sates! on Si, ‘ 47 5.98 88 225 7.58 
Prince Edward Island .... 34 5, 6b iene eu 7213 
MOWVA CROCLA Core coe. Hes ws o 44 5.86 299 aco T55 
New Brunswick’ $5402.54 403 2 30 5. 34 2 St 20 6.68 
Cuiaberteaeesre ah eek so és 56 5.98 69 720 Teh3 | 
Ontarien tei ose 0 eae8 shes 257 6, 34 93 231 S.15 
Mani Dome trenii er? Vibx eee °37 oyun 299 225 Tote 
Sacraterewan seet cs sisses 232 5.62 282 19 6.95 
AUDSTER Res See T Sees bea es 6 628 5,82 21 025 7.46 
Britiom Columbia .ssssees 39 6.4L 1.23 33 &. 36 

Od 
CANADA o..-scen. Bares te:uielets . 42 5. 34 67 215 §.58 
Prince Edward Island cee. : 2 5.U7 719 e215 6.71 
Nova ‘Seovia ess. see's ve o 4h 541 80 nies 6.83 
New Brunswick sasisaveocs 229 5.20 81 016 6.46 
Quebec atieey sry i's qe ee 055 5. 59 052 oh 3 6.77 
Ontartor ies ieee sss els F 5.69 ° 66 Ly 7.00 
Meri Teer wens wes sys 229 92 +18 sL6 6.15 
BaskAtchewan! yes savas ose ee 4.06 250 08 4,96 
AlTbertat her set ta belts 22 3.90 »68 ee iy, 92 
Britta cotmmbia ous ss <5 226 Boll a) 14 6.32 


me | 


a / One year of schooling represents ten months of actual attendance. 
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ple II.- Average Number of Years of Each Child's Life during which some Time was 
Spent in School under School Attendance Conditions of 1911, 1921 and 1931. 


. At age At age At age At age adie 


5-6 7-14 15-17 18-2) 
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Prince Edward Island ..., 64 foal ay 


1,25 
ip Nova Scotia’ veces eck: 82 7.49 1,51 : 10,22 
New Brunewicle cise sc ees 49 Wye3 1.30 037 9.39 
Quebec COP Cee reer errecece SOL ve 3 1.01 scr 8,98 
Gaeart osm gecemeanaenen 283 7-65 1,62 ~50 10.60 
Mani tobaiiey sue lee wanes: 61 7-53 1.52 Ts 10,07 
) Saskatchewan ...cceecc ces 50 7-55 1.43 : 9.88 
BIDETCE Naeem secur oe woke a3 7.58 1.69 48 10.18 
British Columbia ........ 62 7.59 Laty 6 10.50 
WG 21 
Pra sind selina iaciats (acre ees 67 7212 1,04 30 9.13 
Prince Edward Island .... 257 7.06 1,18 229 9,10 
INOW. Sha UATE saepiatlg ela csinlih  aiy 63 T.00 1,18 31 9.12 
New Brunswick ..,....e+0. 45 6.66 1,05 een &, 40 
BUOD OS eeitahcls bower aici wi en, 6.92 279 223 8.67 
Ontario Ce seeecrorecocess 219 7.34 1,09 231 9.59 
IBMANLt ODA Mireles ces vialeie o's +56 1223 1,18 30 9,27 
Saskatchewan ...cecsceece 54 hae 1,04 223 5495 
DTD OPER ete NG ss clercto ls diclivs 60 ° 5 7.22 a - 30 9.3 
British Columbia ........ 053 7.39 1.44 039 9.75 
1S 
DA Poet ee reset soreresecuny 058 6,38 281 219 7296 
Prince Edward Island .... 50 6.77 1,02 el? 8.46 
Bova Scottal. Rac veeyy es 64 6.64 1,00 wee 8.50 
New: Bronswict Wusstes sess 42 6.42 1,02 <2} 8,07 
Quebec Coeeerere sere vreces 68 6.46 +60 05 7.89 
Ontario ee ee ee a | 065 6.75 87 223 8,50 
Meni CODA washes cuag esas ys gue 5.99 «98 221 7.60 
+Saskat chewan Ce rteerergcere ~ 40 5.36 215 ell 6.62 
‘Alberta CCOTHHR OCC HeeDe eee >> 5.0 91 Aa ar 6.46 
British Columbla ..ccerces 37 6.0 97 shy 7.55 
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